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John Kozlowski

From: John Kozlowski <John@Kozlowski.org>

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 8:54 AM

To: 'Chris Bitterman'

Subject: RE: reply

Chris, 
 
There is nothing “clear” about what was written to justify your response to me.  “Clearly” we are talking past each other 
and not to each other. 
 
Thank you for your responses.  May the Lord show us both His mercy. 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 
PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 
Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 
ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

 
From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 8:40 AM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

 
John, 
 
Clearly you see yourself as right...until you see your sin as sin, there is nothing I can say to help you. 
 
I cannot speak for DJ, but I would suspect that this is the reason she does not talk. You will not confess your sin 
or take personal responsibility for the mess you are in. Until you do there is no fruit in talking, in fact, it likely 
provides you more ammunition to further entrench in self-justification.  
 
May God show mercy, 
 
Chris  
 

On Fri, Feb 21, 2014 at 11:04 AM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

I open my emails with a thank you mostly to remind me that I have a real appreciation for your response.  It is not 
subterfuge. 
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It appears that you think I have not repeatedly tried to follow the way of the world for employment to provide for my 
family.  I won’t list for you now the bizarre events that have transpired in the last almost two years.  The attitude that 
seems to be projected toward me is that I have failed because of something I have done.  You haven’t walked in my 
shoes to make that judgment. 

  

You quote verses about repentance with what appears to be no knowledge of the tears that I have shed and the 
repentance that has come.  The Lord has shown both chastisement and mercy to me in abundance recently.  My faith in 
Him has grown remarkably.  I have a growing trust in the circumstances He has set before me.  My acknowledgment to 
Him of the sinner I am, both generally and specifically, is made repeatedly.  The Lord has shown great grace, often by 
using others, in opening my eyes to specific sins and allowing me to be granted forgiveness from Him but the strength to 
repent of those sins. 

  

A few weeks back it was made so very profound to me that the Lord has me in His grip.  It was probably the second 
worst week of my life and with multiple devastating issues being set before me my contentment in the circumstances 
showed me clearly the Lord’s love and how He has changed my character.  With the grace, mercy and repentance I have 
seen already, my confidence is high that the Lord will continue this process. 

  

In a conversation with Jim Cross some years back he acknowledged that he was content with his slavery in order to feed 
his family.  He seems to feel that my ventures are based in pride and that I am willing to sacrifice my family for 
them.  This is completely untrue.  My study of scripture and history, especially in the last year, has continued to fuel my 
disgust with the ways of the world and find joy in the ways of the Lord.  I will NOT fall in line with the world to make a 
good income for my family if it is in violation of the Lord’s commands as best I understand them.  When shown my error, 
I will repent as I have done repeatedly. 

  

Almost two weeks ago in a conversation with a friend a sin on my part was made clear.  I acknowledge it to my friend, 
and repeatedly to the Lord with an appeal that He would change me.  It was my joy this morning to look back on the two 
weeks in review and acknowledge that the Lord has granted me new strength to repent in that area.  I understand that I 
am a sinner and the Lord has allow me to see some of it and repent thereof.  It is my joy that this process will continue. 

  

This sinful man desires to communicate with the woman the Lord has granted to be my wife.  I still do not understand 
why those doors have been slammed closed.  The actions that have been taken indicate that woman I still love appears 
to hate me and is embraced by the church.  How can I understand her if she will not communicate with me.  The refusal 
to speak with me directly for almost two years is of great concern.  I so very much want to talk with her.  WHY WHY WHY 
will she not speak with me? 

  

My wife’s refusal to communicate with me has been an excuse in my mind for discouragement and actions that have 
come from that.  Late last year I finally started to repent from that.  The Lord has granted His mercy. 
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Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 9:27 AM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 

  

Take just a minute and re-read your response to me. What do you see? Does anything strike you? 

1. Paragraph one is a brief thank you. 
2. Paragraph two: you picked out one word and developed it into a series of questions, casting doubt on its 

validity. 
3. Paragraphs three--four: you turned attention further from yourself by addressing DJ's perceived sins.  

You never said a word about what you are responsible for--which was the heart of the entire communication. 
You missed the entire point of the email.  

  

Not that you missed it. I believe you understood it. But do you see where you go? Like Adam and Eve, you 
sidestep your responsibility and turn to the ones around you and tell their sins--never confessing or repenting 
from your own. This is the heart of your problem. The issue you need to deal with is John...period. No excuses, 
no deflections, no bringing up the sins of others...just what God calls you to; that is all you can repent of. That is 
the beginning of your healing; it is the beginning of repentance.  

  

Allow me to quote an author who saw this clearly in another, and then in herself. She describes it in one of her 
books: 
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"The young man had been lustful, violent, but also suspicious and incredibly self-righteous. He felt like a 
victim, and was caught up in self-pity, blaming everyone but himself for his behavior...his...thinking was like 
mine--filled with a sense of our own moral superiority. As I heard his story, I saw that self-righteousness is 
profoundly evil...It keeps us from seeing our own sins (like pride and hypocrisy) because we have avoided more 
notorious ones. This sense of our own perfection then prevents us from forgiving others because they have 
offended us in our righteous superiority. It justifies our judging, condemning, and gossiping about them...Let 
me tell you how the self-righteous person really feels on the inside. I am talking about myself. He or she gets 
satisfaction from putting the label "evil" on other people and their actions, but he or she never puts the label 
"evil" on his or her own self-righteousness. So the inner life is characterized by intense self-deception. He or 
she says, I am a victim; other people have wronged me. I don't deserve this. I am entitled to feel sorry for myself 
an blame others. None of it is my fault. 

I found the basis for an important change in my life by saying, timidly and hesitantly, of my self-righteous, 
victim stance: This is evil; this is the flesh, not the Spirit. It is part of a raging kingdom of evil, and it leads to 
murderous anger, if not to murder itself." (Rose Marie Miller, From Fear to Freedom: Living As Sons And 
Daughters of God, (Colorado Springs: WaterBrook Press, 1994),132). 

  

I see you in the paragraph above. I see myself in the paragraph above. It makes me weep because self-deception 
is at the heart of our rebellion. Here are three verses I found helpful: 

a.      Joe 2:12-14 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to Me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over disaster. Who knows 
whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain offering 
and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 

b.      Rom 2:4 Do you presume on the riches of His kindness and forbearance and 
patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?   

c.       2 Tim 2:25-26 Those who oppose [the Lord’s servant] he must gently instruct, in the 
hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 
and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has 
taken them captive to do his will. 

Grace and peace to you, 

  

Chris 

  

On Mon, Feb 17, 2014 at 11:32 AM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 
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Thank you for your response and the clear statement of what you perceive repentance to be. 

  

I have a bit of trouble with “abundantly” as it implies sufficiency is insufficient.  Since I have demonstrated that a six-
figure income is very doable for me.  However, if I do work that does not bring that amount in am I sinning against my 
family? 

  

While I contend with the premise, assuming that I failed in this area, how does that give my wife license to abandon 
me?  I’m having trouble finding that in scripture and confused why the church seems to back her actions. 

  

I don’t understand why my wife continues to refuses to communicate with me and gives me a “I'm not willing to have 
the conversation” response.  As I stated to her these actions are consistent with someone in a cult.  Please help me 
know if this is right or wrong. 

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Monday, February 17, 2014 11:06 AM 

 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 
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I need to explain to you that I struggle to keep up with what is before me. When I am covered up, what I leave 
undone is email. When I am able to get my head above the water I return to my email inbox. Unless there is an 
immediate crisis, I answer emails in the order I receive them. The long delays you will experience are 
characteristic of me when I get behind. When we started corresponding at the end of last year, I was in the midst 
of my worst response time since I have been a pastor. The delays were / are not anything but my struggle to stay 
current.  

  

You have asked my input, here it is: You have not provided basic necessities for your family on a consistent 
basis so that "normal" for them was want, lack, need, dependence on others etc. In that you have deeply 
wronged them and continue to do so by giving righteous-sounding reasons for why you did not provide.  

  

What would repentance look like? Providing consistently and abundantly for their needs--no excuses, no 
exceptions. With joy.  

  

Chris  

  

   

  

On Fri, Feb 7, 2014 at 10:38 AM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

Forgive me if I was unclear.  It is not that all things of the world are bad and only what the Lord made directly is good, 
but history, current events, and empirical evidence reveal that man-made chemical based drugs are far more harmful 
than helpful.  It is not the fear of chemicals, it is the understanding of what those behind them want to do to me and the 
evidence of what happens to the user. 

  

Just as a gun is used to feed and protect a family it is also uses to harm and enslave.  It is not the gun, but how it is 
used.  I am using software now for the good of communications; NSA, GCHQ, et al. use it to harm and enslave. 

  

If someone injects harmful drugs directly into my kid at school or in a cow on a factory farm that ends up in my kid 
(violating Proverbs 12:10), should I not protect my kid? 
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Yes, many hyperventilate about things, but when they recoil from things that harm them, even for the wrong reason, 
the do so to their good. 

  

As mentioned, Covenant Presbyterian Church is full of Christian counselors, including some that are extended 
family.  With that, and the secular counsel my wife has received, she filed for divorce.  Somehow this does not give raise 
to the idea that I should follow that course. 

  

When I was begging the Lord to end my life, a way to again attempt suicide, many said that was sad or I shouldn’t, but 
one man in the multitude of counselors pointed me to specific scripture and that was followed by repentance on my 
part.  He was motivated out of love not training or income. 

  

What I most desire is communications.  It is a grievous thing to spend 8 hours in a room with your wife who is unwilling 
to communicate at all during that time.  She was being protected by a pastor.  This is vulgar. 

  

Why do so many in the PCA seem to support my wife in what is a violation of PCA doctrine and refuse to communicate 
with me?  I don’t think “Christian” counseling based on secular philosophy will answer that question. 

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:59 AM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 
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When you fly on an airplane, do you ponder the validity of using the world's ways to travel? When you use an 
escalator, do you search to see if God would have you walk up the steps instead of using the man-made 
machine? When you get a haircut, does the fact that the church used scissors for two thousand years give you 
pause about using electrified clippers? Is it more godly to study the Scriptures with pen and parchment/paper 
than with Dell and Bible Works?  

  

Of course not. Why? Because all truth is God's truth. The fact that air flowing over a curved surface creates lift 
is God's truth regardless of who discovered it. The fact that software can hold phenomenal amounts of 
information is true whether or not Bill Gates discovered it or Jonathan Edwards. All truth is God's truth. Having 
said that, the Scripture does not contain all truth. All that the Scripture contains is truth, but there are many 
truths which are outside of Scripture (that electricity can be generated, harnessed, and used to move heavy 
objects). Because these truths are outside of Scripture does not make them unspiritual or "weak truth"--all truth 
is God's and in His wisdom He has chosen to reveal enormous amounts of new truth in the last 120 years. These 
truths are not something to be shyed away from because they are not found in Scripture or the practice of the 
church--they are gifts from God.  

  

I recommended not myself, but another who is more skilled in helping people see what they cannot (and often 
do not want to) see. He declined for good reasons. Both men and women in Scripture have been wise counselors 
through whom God has served His people. My recommendation is that you ask God to lead you to someone 
who is wise and learned. The study of newly discovered truth does not make the student carnal, I think rather it 
makes them wise because they take advantage of the tremendous gift God has given us today which mankind 
has not had for thousands of years of human history.  

  

There is a "fear-mongering" among conservative Christians which tends toward a determined ignorance. I am 
counseling you to avoid that. I was raised in a home much like that and it is more fear than faith. As was true 
historically, Christians should be on the cutting edge of knowledge and technology; discovery and 
understanding. Do not fear chemicals; your body is made up of many God-given chemicals that work to keep 
your brain and life functioning. Every piece of meat you eat (whether home-farm raised or raised by a huge 
corporation) is full of God-given chemicals and hormones by His design. There is a fear among many over what 
we have learned since great breakthroughs have been made in the understanding of the roles God has assigned 
chemicals within the human body. Chemicals and hormones are natural--God made them into our beings; we 
are just now (past 15 years) learning how they work. 

  

If I thought I was skillful enough to lead you through this process I would do so. However I know from years of 
personal work, that there are others who are far far more gifted and knowledgeable than I am. I am glad to serve 
in whatever way I can, but am not the best counselor. I believe that there are deep-rooted beliefs that you hold 
to which are destructive. I do not know how to lead you to see them so that you can turn from them. Hence my 
recommendation.  
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In all of this I do not recommend you abandon faith in Christ, but use the means He has made available to you 
in 2014 as a wise steward, while you look to Him for deliverance and healing in the process. 

  

Grace and peace to you, 

  

Chris  

   

  

On Fri, Feb 7, 2014 at 5:22 AM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

Please note that I wrote that I would ponder it some more, not that I committed to doing it.  It is an encouraging 
thought that a third party might act as a communications channel to my wife, but that is the reason I contacted 
you.  That seems to be a role a pastor should be willing to take on. 

  

Another friend and I have discussed the issue with the sentiment in the direction of the wisdom of not using the 
professional course.  I have heard a sermon on the issue that I am trying to find to re-listen to that gave some rationale 
for that sentiment. 

  

There are also numerous theological issues I have had with the counselors I have known, especially at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church. 

  

I am also concerned about the encroachment of worldly ways into the church and sense this is true on the counseling 
issue.  While I didn’t voice it while there it was a concern to me when Meadowview brought in a professional counseling 
organization into the church. 

  

There is much empirical evidence before me on this such as what has happened subsequent to my heart attack last 
year.  The advice was medical professionals and chemical based pharmacology.  I went plant based and I am probably 
healthier than I have ever been. 
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I see this also in education, politics, business, etc.  I have been intensely studying history of these areas and finding how 
the church has abandoned the Lord in these areas and followed the world.  I so very much want my family back, but 
clearly do not believe that I must abandon the Lord’s ways to do so. 

  

This is why I am pondering this, and not blindly jumping in.  

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2014 4:40 PM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 

  

I am glad to respond. This is a painful world and our journey through it is so painful; I hope in the Lord's 
deliverance--not just for you, but for me as well.  

  

My hope was that somehow the man I know would be willing to meet with you because he is excellent. 
However he wisely declined doing Skype sessions with someone new that he had not even met.  

  

If you can find a good counselor (I have gone through several who were nice people, but not helpful) and allow 
the counselor access to DJ, I think it would be a great blessing. I will continue to pray for God's provision here.  
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Keep me posted,  

  

Chris 

  

On Wed, Feb 5, 2014 at 5:51 PM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

Thank you for the detailed response.  I am very appreciative. 

  

About two years ago my wife mentioned, perhaps only once, the idea of counseling.  It was not offered with vigor and I 
was initially confused as to why she brought it up. 

  

I have spoken to a pastor/friend who has given much counsel.  Some of it cause repentance on my part in major 
areas.  However, he was not successful in communicating with my wife.  My assumption was that he was perceived as 
on “my team”. 

  

The idea of a third party that neither my wife or I currently know has merit and he might be someone who could actually 
act as an intermediary.  I did actually speak with a counselor while discussing a business proposal and we touched a bit 
on my situation. 

  

I have earnestly pursued with many that they would point out to me my sin.  While that has been enlightening, I see 
your point about trained eyes. 

  

I will ponder this some more. 

  

Thank you again for the response.  I am very encouraged you were willing to take the time. 

  

Respectfully, 
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John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 4:58 PM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 

  

In His wisdom God has so designed us to need one another. Years ago when I was in great darkness, my pastor 
told me I should pursue counseling. I thought to myself, "I have the Bible; I have the Holy Spirit; if God wants 
to speak to me He will." It took me years of therapy to begin to realize that I would never...no, I could never 
ever ever ever have helped myself out of the trouble I was in. God used people to help me. This was a great 
realization for me. I recognized that God so designed the body of Christ that we CANNOT fix ourselves--we 
need to ask for help. I see this as part of His grace to us through the body of Christ. He resists the proud ("I 
don't need counseling!"), but gives grace to the humble ("Will you help me?"). Since that time I have pursued 
help through specialist who deal with people having my challenges. I could never have seen what I see now 
without the ministry of other Christians speaking into my life.  

  

The recommendation I had for you was going to be that you begin counseling with a counselor I have used, and 
who has proven very helpful to me and Ginger. He is a godly, wise man, so I called him and asked him if he 
would be willing to see you by Skype, but he advised against it for good reasons. So I am advising you to seek 
out a godly counselor who can walk through these difficult waters with you. Here are several things I see as 
important: 

1. The counselor should be a Christian. 
2. The counselor should be helpful. I have gone to many counselors; not all are helpful. If the one I was 

going to was not helpful I stopped going to them and sought another. When I found someone who 
helped me, I settled in there and followed their counsel carefully.  

3. The counselor should be licensed. Having someone speak into your life who is inadequately trained is a 
disservice to yourself. We should seek godly wisdom, and a man / woman who will not submit 
themselves to be under the authority and supervision of other counselors is not exercising godly wisdom. 
"Lay counselors" are a dime-a-dozen and in my experience that is about all they are worth because they 
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have not put in the hard work of learning about how people's minds work; how God has wired the body 
electrically and chemically, what research has taught us, what the ethical issues are facing 
counselors...etc. A man who will not submit to learning and the acquisition of available knowledge is 
not going to be a good counselor, and is arrogant before he gets started.  

4. You should pay for the counseling yourself . Studies show that people who pay for their own counseling 
heal faster than people whose counseling is sponsored by others. Furthermore, given your history, I 
think this is a critical point in your healing. If you are not willing to pay--you are not ready to heal. If 
you are not willing to raise the money to pay, you do not want healing very badly. I pay for my own 
counseling out of my pocket--insurance does not cover it. People find money for what they want.   

5. Give the counselor permission to speak to your wife, and pay him for his time in doing this. This is 
critical to you seeing what it is like to live with you. None of us sees himself accurately. We self-protect, 
self-justify, project blame, and avoid responsibility...etc. no different from Adam. We cannot see what 
we need to see about ourselves without the help of those around us. Your counselor likely will not know 
you from Adam and all he/she has to go on is your perceptions. While that is good, it can be better if you 
will allow DJ to speak into your healing. Furthermore, it will send a message to her that you want to 
heal; you want to repent; you do not think you are the end of all knowledge but have humbled yourself 
to seek help...and many other good messages. I suspect that if you ask her to participate in your 
counseling by being available to speak to your counselor, it will encourage her more than any other 
single thing you can do right now.  

6. Prepare for a long road. You did not develop your ways of thinking and living overnight and you will 
not see changes overnight. This road to thinking and living rightly is a long one--a good one, but a long 
one. There is no such thing as a quick fix. That is OK as long as you recognize that going in. This 
process will begin when you ask for help and will continue for many, many years. That is OK.  

That is enough for now. You have my recommendation. May God guide you as He promised.  

  

Chris 

  

On Tue, Feb 4, 2014 at 12:54 PM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

Thank you for your response.  I am truly appreciative. 

  

I fully agree that it is through Christ alone that these issues will be resolved.  Several miraculous events in the past 18 
months have made that all the more vivid to me. 

  

While I know I am not pure, I do not embrace your suggestion of “deliverance you will not accept”.  You haven’t been in 
my shoes lately and have no idea of what has happened and how I have changed.  It hurts me immensely that my wife 
does not know either. 
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This mess I have created must first be understood.  Granted my views have been tainted by circumstances.  There wasn’t 
a clue in my mind that my wife would leave me.  I do seek to understand. 

  

I am willing and grateful to receive your recommendation. 

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 11:31 AM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 

  

You asked for help...the only help I can offer is to YOU. I cannot talk about DJ's sins, the church's sins, the 
government's sins, PCA church's and pastor's sins, my sins for not responding quickly enough, or everyone else 
who is "wrong". You will only be helped when you see, face, and own your sins as your foundational problem. 
When you stop surrounding yourself with the protective wall of everyone else's sins and see your self as the one 
who needs the most help, then I believe we could begin to hope for progress toward ultimate reconciliation.  

  

I cannot reveal that to you; Christ can, but I am not sure you are at that point yet. I see you right now as securely 
protected in a castle you have created by building walls which justify you. Inside those walls which you 
carefully maintain, you cry out for deliverance, define what your deliverance should look like, protect yourself 
from other's efforts to touch you, and strongly guard against any attack on your fortress of self-justification. So 
you reach out for a deliverance you will not accept, while you maintain the dungeon which imprisons you.    
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Would it be right for your marriage to ultimately be restored? Yes. Would it be right for your family to 
ultimately be restored? Yes. But I am not sure you are at a point yet to receive help. That much is obvious in 
your communications.  

  

When I find myself in your self-protective stance (and I do often), my only hope is for rescue from above. I 
know we cannot rescue ourselves out of the mess we have created. I need Christ. I will borrow a metaphor 
which I find helpful. We are like a caterpillar in the midst of an encroaching ring of grass fire. We do not need 
Christ to help us because there is nothing we can do to foster our rescue. We need Him to save us--pure and 
simple--100% Him; 0% us. Your only hope is help from above. I am not saying that tritely, I mean it literally. If 
Jesus does not save John, all will be lost. 

  

The good thing is that I think you see that you cannot fix your life, and that is cause for hope. At least you 
acknowledge the ring of fire is beyond anything you can control, fix, or remedy. That is the place I would start, 
and I think you are already there.  

  

The second step is going to be a bigger one; if you are to get help toward reconciliation, you will have to come 
to the point to realize that this is a mess you have created. I do not think you are there, and until you are, I 
would not expect change. I doubt that you will come to that conclusion by yourself, I think you will need help. 
Your sinful condition in Adam has rendered your life a shambles, and like him, you will blame everyone else. 
This is the pattern of all of us, and until we are rescued by grace, we will believe our own press above everyone 
else's.   

If you are willing, I have a recommendation which I believe could be helpful.  

  

Chris 

  

  

On Mon, Feb 3, 2014 at 5:27 PM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

While I am most appreciative that you are the only one in the PCA that has responded more than once, I was 
seeking a conversation and waiting one to three weeks for a response is not much of a conversation. 
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I heard my wife’s voice for the first time in six months Saturday while I was attempting to speak with my kids 
on my birthday.  Her voice remains music to my ears as I told her.  However, her unwillingness to address 
anything directly with me, which has been true for 18 months, is a concern and a heartbreak.  There appears to 
be something else going on that I am unaware of.  This is a concern for our kids, for her, and for me. 

  

My wife has stated in the past that I follow my convictions when enlighten.  Repentance requires 
enlightenment.  Tossing out one reference is not enlightening. 

  

While I was at Volvo in Greensboro I did a 3 month contract in two weeks working slowly.  It cost my family 
tens of thousands of dollars but I remain convinced my work was honoring to the Lord.  I was condemned for 
not milking it.  When I worked at a defense contractor, and effectively stole over $100K from the taxpayers, I 
was condemned for speaking out.  Today I am working to defeat the NSA spying and I have numerous people 
tell me directly that they don’t want to be involved because they fear the government, but I guess they are 
willing to live in slavery.  Perhaps Rev 21:8 reference to cowards is applicable.  Things like this have impacted 
my views and my deeds. 

  

I am also aware that many of my efforts were either wrongly motivated or improperly executed.  The risks that I 
took cost my family dearly.  I confess that that is true.  I don’t see how that justifies my wife abandoning the 
commitment she made to the Lord to remain one with me. 

  

When I was new in the faith in the 80s and working with several pro-life groups, churches warmly accepted us 
when we spoke against surgical abortion.  As I matured and learned about chemical abortion and the violation 
of the Lord’s first command to be fruitful and multiply, the church shunned the message.  It was disheartening 
but as time went on it also showed to be the tip of the iceberg. 

  

While at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga I would often be part of a Wednesday night 
prayer.  The submission to the world was overwhelming in the requests and the prayers, especially by the 
leadership.  In a discussion with the Clerk of the Session he firmly criticized the efforts of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer.  I contend that the church was simply offering “cheap grace” which Bonhoeffer described as the 
mortal enemy of our church.  This was the fundamental reason I wanted my family out of that church.  I will 
stand with Bonhoeffer’s idea to “not just to bandage the victims under the wheel, but to jam a spoke in the 
wheel itself.”  Otherwise we are back to the coward question. 

  

I could continue with the efforts and grief that have transpired since my wife left me, but there is probably little 
point.  One of my greatest sins in this time has been depression, which I believe is a lack of trust in the Lord.  It 
has cost me a lot of time and money and the ripple effects are clear.  However last week was probably the 
second worse week in my life and I got through it remarkably well.  The Lord has continued to show His grace 
toward me. 
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Contrary to advice I have been given by some in the church, I will not abandon my wife.  I will do what I can to 
leave the door open to reconciliation.  I harbor no ill will towards her.  I will continue to seek an understanding 
of my past sins to know what I must do in the future, i.e. I am striving to repent of my sin.  At the same time, 
where there has been obedience, or working in the right direction, even when costly, it is my prayer to press on 
with more vigor. 

  

If you sense frustration in my words, you are interpreting it correctly.  The evidence that has been set before me, 
some of which has been documented elsewhere, is that I am dealing with a cult or church patterned after the one 
in Sardis.  You can ignore that or write me off because of it, but before you do I ask that you seriously consider 
it. 

  

The bottom line is I love my wife and children and desire reconciliation.  I seek your help in doing that.   

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2014 3:57 PM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 

  

You wrote me and asked me to "help you understand" and to know from what to "repent". I responded to you 
about you because that is what you requested. Is it repentance from your own sins which you seek counsel on, 
or have I misunderstood your requests?    
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Chris 

  

On Wed, Jan 22, 2014 at 5:53 PM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

Your statement “1 Timothy 5:8” leaves the impression that I have been just going along with life living on the 
work of others.  This is bogus.  I will give you Proverbs 18:17 as before. 

  

Even if 1 Timothy 5:8 had merit in our case, how does it nullify Matthew 19:5-6, Ephesians 5:22-24, 1 Peter 
3:1-2, Colossians 3:18, 1 Corinthians 11:3, 1 Timothy 2:11, etc. 

  

I will also quote the statement I wrote previously about the PCA’s position: 

The PCA discussed at length the issue of marriage and divorce in 1992 and approved numerous 
statements on the issue.  I assert that to what degree PCA members or leadership have been involved, 
they are contrary to the PCA’s position.  

The PCA stands against separation in marriage.  Therefore I assert that this separation is in violation of 
the PCA General Assembly’s guidance.  The following is from page 228 with my emphasis added. 

Indeed, separation of any kind as a means of dealing with marital difficulty and preventing 
divorce not only is neither recommended nor mentioned in Scripture, but seems to be 
contrary to a fundamental principle of Biblical spirituality, viz. that what ought not to be done, 
ought not to be approached.  

There is also no hint of physical abuse.  The most that can be argued is that my response our situation 
caused emotional stress.  This is the only remotely related issue to abuse.  However, even abuse is not a 
cause for separation.  Page 229 continues with the following with my emphasis added.  

The fact remains that Scripture does not address the circumstance of an abusive husband. As is 
the case in any other area of Biblical ethics, one cannot extract from Scripture a comprehensive 
statement of all possible applications of a divine law. Rather, it is left to the church to apply 
Biblical norms, with the direction provided by the casuistry Scripture does supply, to the untold 
number of situations which must be faced. It is important to acknowledge that the view that 
―desertionǁ in 1 Corinthians 7 cannot be made to refer to anything but actual departure from 
house and home and the view we have stated above are both extrapolations from the Scriptural 
statements. No one can appeal to a Biblical statement concerning the duty or the liberty of a 
battered spouse.  
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I contend that the actions taken, both the physical separation and the legal separation are in violation of 
the counsel of the PCA.  I implore all who are leadership or members of the PCA to heed the General 
Assembly’s statements, cease and desist in facilitating this separation, and actively work to restore our 
family. 

Grabbing on to one verse, not verifying it, violating a list of others and then destroying a family does not seem 
befitting of the Christian character. 

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 4:45 PM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

1 Timothy 5:8 

  

On Mon, Dec 30, 2013 at 7:51 PM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 

  

Thank you for your reply.  I must confess that after waiting for three weeks for a response my respect for you had 
diminished greatly.  I am grateful that recovery on that is at hand. 

  

Consider me the Ethiopian who asks “How can I, unless someone guides me?”  You haven’t said what I must repent of. 
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If it is my effort to understand and be obedient to Christ, then no, I will not repent of that.  If it is because in my efforts 
to be obedient I have made mistakes and caused others grief, I do acknowledge my mistakes and the sin behind them, 
but I will not repent of efforts to be obedient to the Lord.  I lament the grief I have caused, but not the motivation. 

  

If it is because in my efforts I took risks that caused my family to suffer, then again, I will not repent of the motivation to 
be obedient to the Lord, while lamenting the grief I cause my own family.  Where my motivations pure?  Of course not; 
it would be foolish to say so. 

  

Do I believe my wife was justified is abandoning her marriage covenant?  Absolutely not.  I do not believe she has any 
scriptural justification and grieve that when I bring up scripture on this subject I get comments like my arguments are 
sophistry, “we have already said” without saying, or the occasional “you are right”. 

  

Do I believe my wife and children are more harmed by being separated from me than any trouble they had with 
me?  Yes. 

  

Do I understand why my wife will not communicate with me?  No. 

  

Do I know why the treatment I have received is identical to what cults do?  No. 

  

Do I see the Lord’s grace in all of this?  Remarkably so, but I’ll leave that for another time. 

  

Given the above, I still set before you: “repent from what?” 

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 
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Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Monday, December 30, 2013 7:04 PM 
To: John Kozlowski 
Subject: Re: reply 

  

John, 

  

There is no condemnation here...I have my own record of offenses and cannot condemn.  

  

I truly do not believe that my talking with you would lead to anything but just talking. Hence my reply. 

  

My response was based on the John I have watched for a decade; not on anything you would or would not say if 
we talked. Your actions speak consistently and there has been no change (repentance).  

  

I do not believe that there is anything I can say that will help you. By that I do not mean that you are beyond 
help, but that you are not ready for help or would not receive help. If repentance was evident I would not be 
writing these words; I would do what I could to help. Until then we would both be wasting our time 
corresponding.   

  

Your name has been in my personal prayer notebook for years, and I have asked God for your deliverance. I 
will continue to do so.  

  

Chris 

  

  

  

On Wed, Dec 11, 2013 at 6:31 PM, John Kozlowski <John@kozlowski.org> wrote: 

Chris, 
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Thank you for your reply.  It fails to address “repent from what?”  I’m afraid you are treating me as condemned 
before hearing the case.  I thought you would do better than that.  May I remind you of Proverbs 18:17 “The one 
who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him.” 

  

I suggest that the closed door I have received is akin to the treatment of an ex-Jehovah’s Witness or 
Mormon.  There is no contact or communication.  Has the PCA turned into a cult? 

  

I have contended from scripture.  My rebuke is silence or slander, even from pastors with doctorates.  Do you 
think this would cause some bitterness in me? 

  

I welcome your communication.  I hope you can see that your initial response disappoints me and seeds an 
anger that I don’t want. 

  

Respectfully, 

John Kozlowski 

 

Email: John@Kozlowski.org ● Phone: (423) 716-1066 

PO Box 551, Cleveland, TN 37364-0551 

Kozlowski.org ● Distinctivist.com ● Familyism.org ● HisWages.com 

ShofarNexus.com ● ShofarDomain.com ● ShofarPortfolio.com ● ShofarLeaks.com 

Duty is ours; results are God’s ● John Quincy Adams 

  

From: Chris Bitterman [mailto:cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2013 6:09 PM 
To: John@kozlowski.org 
Subject: reply 

  

John, 
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You asked if I would be willing to communicate with you to help you understand. Until there is repentance 
explanation will not help you understand; once there is repentance explanation will not be necessary.  
 

  

Chris Bitterman 

Senior Pastor 

Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian Church 

cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org 
www.meadowviewpca.org 
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Senior Pastor 

Meadowview Reformed Presbyterian Church 

cbitterman@meadowviewpca.org 
www.meadowviewpca.org 
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